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Across Campus 
GVSU Education Department 
Helps Recruit Minority Teachers 
In response to the shortage of minority 
teachers in the Grand Rapids Public Schools, 
Grand Valley State's education department has 
helped the school district form the Coopera-
. tive Urban Minority Teacher Program, slated 
to begin in Fall 1990. 
"Since 1974, the nation has seen a decrease 
in the number of minority teachers and 
administrators," said Thomas Jackson, 
associate professor of education at GVSU. 
Jackson originated the concept of the program. 
"Approximately 47 percent of the 25,755 
enrolled students in the Grand Rapids Public 
Schools are of minority background, and that 
is expected to increase to more than 50 
percent by 1993," he said. "During that same 
period, many of the 17.7 percent minority 
faculty members in the school district will be 
retiring, reducing the number of minority role 
models for children who traditionally have 
been at risk of failure in school." 
The Cooperative Urban Minority Teacher 
Program is a collaboration between four 
higher education institutions and the K-12 
schools and assists with teacher preparation 
programs and teacher inservice. Its goal is 
to help recruit and encourage non-teaching 
minority employees of the school district to 
pursue careers in the field of teaching. Each 
year the program hopes to identify and select 
approximately 20 minority teacher candidates. 
The school district will review program 
participants' recommendations and employ-
ment/academic records in the first phase of 
the program. The candidates will then 
interview with higher education and school 
district personnel. The participants move 
from two-year to four-year institutions while 
working with a program coordinator to plan 
their courses of study. After graduation and 
certification, program participants will be 
given consideration to fill vacant teaching 
positions for which they qualify. Those hired 
are expected to commit five years to teaching 
in the Grand Rapids Public Schools. 
"I am very optimistic about this consortium 
and the role it will play in our community," 
Jackson said. "It is my hope the Cooperative 
Urban Minority Teacher Program will help 
fill the need for minority role models in the 
school system while increasing the number 
of minority students enrolled in GVSU's 
education program." 
Arena, Field House Closings 
The field house arena will be closed May 
3-5 for registration and other events. Also, 
the field house will be closed for repairs from 
May 6-20. From May through August, the 
field house will be closed on Sundays to the 
public. 
GVSU Faculty, Students 
Win State Honors for Excellence 
The Michigan Association of Governing 
Boards of Colleges and Universities (MAGB) 
honored two faculty members and two 
students from GVSU at the ninth annual 
convocation ceremony held April 18 in East 
Lansing. 
GVSU's distinguished faculty honorees are 
Kirkhof School of Nursing Director and 
Nursing Professor, Mary Horan, and History 
Professor Joseph Preston. 
The MAGB, an organization of trustees 
from Michigan's public universities, annually 
honors faculty and students nominated by each 
of the 15 state-supported senior institutions 
of higher education. Faculty honorees 
received MAGB Distinguished Faculty 
Certificates and copies of a joint resolution 
of the Michigan Legislature honoring them 
for their awards, which were presented to 
them by state Sen. Jackie Vaughn III and state 
Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick. 
Horan, who came to GVSU in 1984, has 
taught a variety of nursing courses and 
directed the development of the graduate 
program in nursing. Her current research 
centers on the families of high-risk infants and 
osteoporosis in the elder! y. 
Grand Valley State University 
Horan, who administers a grant funded by 
the National Institutes of Health for studies 
concerning the families of high-risk infants, 
is a member of the Research Award Review 
Panel of the Michigan Nurses Association and 
chairs the Nursing Research Committee of the 
American Heart Association of Michigan. In 
recognition of her many contributions to the 
profession, Horan received the 1988 
"Michigan Nurse Achiever of the Year" award 
from the Michigan Nurses Association, 
Maternal Child Practice Section. 
Preston, a published author of numerous 
articles in such journals as The American 
Scholar and Journal of History Ideas, has 
been teaching at GVSU since 1968 and has 
twice served as department chair. History 
majors have long benefited from his extensive 
knowledge of modern Europe and Tudor-
Stuart England, and over the past decade 
many have enriched their history education 
by learning to write historical accounts from 
seventeenth century documents through his 
course, "Writing History." 
Outstanding student honorees are Bonnie 
Mleko Luce of Scottville, a biology major, 
and Elizabeth VanderJagt of Conklin, who 
will receive her bachelor of business 
administration degree. Both students anticipate 
receiving their degrees at the conclusion of 
this semester and are qualified to graduate 
magna cum laude. 
Coming Events 
Pratt to Give Organ Concert 
Philip Pratt, professor of math and 
computer science, will present a concert 
dedicating the new organ at Grand Rapids' 
Heartside Chapel on April 29 at 4 p.m. The 
chapel is located at 54 S. Division in Grand 
Rapids and faculty, staff and students are 
invited to attend. 
Auction '90 Held This Week 
Auction '90, the fund raiser for WGVU/ 
WGVK, channels 35 and 52 and 88.5 FM, 
will be held April 22-28. Special theme 
nights include April 24, West Michigan Night, 
featuring items donated from outside the 
metropolitan Grand Rapids area; and 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Alphonso Haynes, professor of the School 
of Social Work, gave a speech, "Personal 
Achievements, " to the Bioscopes program for 
the freshman class of East Kentwood High 
School on March 9. 
Loretta Konecki, professor of education, 
will present a teacher's seminar for Project 
Business Teachers on April 30 for the 
Economic Education Symposium. The 
symposium, sponsored by the Junior 
Achievement of the Grand Rapids Area, will 
be held at the Eberhard Center. 
Frances McCrea, assistant professor of 
social thought and public affairs, presented 
a paper titled "The Medicalization of 
Menstruation and Menopause" at the annual 
meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society 
held in Chicago on April 12-14. 
Ronald Poitras, associate professor of 
social thought and public affairs, presented 
a paper titled "Tree Protection and Construc-
tion and Development" at the April 12 
teleconference, "Platform for the Planet," held 
in Grand Rapids. 
Donna Schliewe, plant services assistant, 
won third place in the 1989-90 Oldenburg 
Competition for her essay "The Blood of the 
Lamb: Dancing in the Dark." The Oldenburg 
Competition is sponsored by GVSU' s English 
department. 
Ron Ward, director of the Water 
Resources Institute, gave a presentation on the 
GVSU Grand River Watershed Project at the 
April 9 "River 2000" forum sponsored by the 
Greater Grand Rapids Economic Area Team. 
Coming Events 
Continued from page 1 
Showcase Night, April 28 , when items valued 
at $1,000 or more will be auctioned . 
Another feature in Auction '90 is the "Roo 
Riddle," named for the auction's kangaroo 
mascot. Clues to the riddle will be given each 
day of the auction, and viewers will have the 
opportunity to find a medallion hidden on 
public property and receive 1,200 instant 
lottery tickets. 
For any bid $1 or more over the value of 
the merchandise, purchasers will receive an 
additional package of overbid donations. For 
auction information, contact David Fant or 
Judy Palmer at 771-6666. 
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Oak Room Menu 4/23-4/27/90 
Monday: Meatloaf, whippped 
potatoes, Mexican corn, 
chicken salad shell, 
broccoli/cheese soup. 
Tuesday: Stuffed chicken 
leg, Italian green beans, 
original club sandw., 
vegetable beef soup. 
Wednesday: Beef stir fry, 
fried rice, carrots, 
chef salad, chicken rice 
soup. 
Thurs~ay: It~lian Lasagna, 
broccoli spears, garden 
club, pea soup. 
Friday: Cod Almondine, 
fried vermicelli, Cali-
fornia blend, trio salad 
plate, clam chowder. 
